Westside Journal N Thursday, July 13, 2017 N Page 5

Making New Friends… Meet Ed Tilton and Walter Garland
Dawn S. West
I recently had the opportunity to
meet with two fine gentlemen who
are great friends. To talk with the two
was like they have known each other
forever however they’ve only been
friends for a short while. The two have a
couple things in common: they both are
Veterans of the Marines and both have a
close relationship with the Lord.

Ed Tilton is a US Marine
Veteran, who loves his
country. He comes from a
family of Veterans, his father
(also a Marine) and two uncles (US
Air Force). He loves to talk about his
father who was a pilot and so was Ed.
His dad was in the famous Black Sheep
Squadron. He can remember his father
building in their garage. He could
build anything. One of his uncles was
classified MIA for five months and then
reclassified as a POW. His other uncle

was killed in a plane crash. Ed’s room is
filled with memorabilia of his father and
uncles and his time serving his country.
Ed,
however,
achieved
two
honorable discharges for his service. He
also endured two boot camps, one when
he joined the Marines and the other to
become an officer.
In 1984, Ed had a ticket to fly out
of Jacksonville International Airport
on business. He missed the flight and
that was a blessing. The flight took off
and crashed. There were no survivors.
Ed quickly knew that the Lord was
watching over him. He went on to
school and became an attorney and is
now retired and living at Dayspring
Senior Living in Hilliard. Ed referred
me to his friend Walter Garland.
Walter Garland is a sweet soul.
He’s kind of quiet in his own way but
very respectful. He loves to sit outside
and enjoy the warm
sunshine. Walter is also
a resident of Dayspring
Senior Living. He is
also a Veteran of the
US Marines. He also
loves
his
country.
Walter served four
years, most in Vietnam. While serving
he was part of three Tet Offensive
missions. This was one of the largest
military campaigns of the Vietnam War,
launched on January 30, 1968, by forces
of the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese
People’s Army of Vietnam against the
forces of the South Vietnamese Army
of the Republic of Vietnam, the United

States Armed Forces, and their allies.
It was a campaign of surprise attacks
against military and civilian command
and control centers throughout South
Vietnam. The name of the offensive
comes from the Tết holiday, the
Vietnamese New Year, when the first

major attacks took place. Walter recalls
those were some very difficult years.
Following his service years he
worked for GE Electric as a Mechanical
Engineer, where he retired. Walter
shared with me that he was saved when
he was 12 years old. He attributes
surviving Vietnam to be protected by
the Lord. Not too long ago, Walter
was transported to the hospital with
breathing problems. On the way to the
hospital, paramedics lost his heartbeat
but brought him back. While in the ER,
doctors lost him again. Walter recalls
actually seeing the gates of heaven and
seeing his mother and grandmother. As
he reached for them they said, “It’s not
time yet.” Quickly he was revived.
Thank you for sharing your time and
stories gentlemen!

Editor’s note: This new column will be monthly or possibly more. The column will
be about people who live in our area of Callahan, Hilliard and Bryceville. We have
so many unique people and I thought this would be a good way to meet some of our
neighbors. We’ll see how this goes!

